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F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 2  

 Feb. 18th 1/2 Day, 

Teacher In-Service 

 Feb. 21st No School 

Presidents Day 

 Feb 21-25 FFA Week 

 March 3rd NHS 

Ceremony 6:30 pm 

 March 7th—11th 

SPRING BREAK!! 

 March 13th Daylight 

Savings ends, move 

clocks forward!! 

 March 17th Junior 

Science Assessment 

 March 25th 1/2 Day  

School Improvement  

 April 9th Prom! 

 April 13th SAT, PSAT 

and Senior Day of 

Giving Back 

Upcoming Events 

                                CNA 

             Certified Nursing Assistant 

     Mrs. Mummert and Johnston City High School are proud to offer our CNA 

program at JCHS since 2014. This program is for students who plan on going 

into any medical field and offers many career opportunities in their future.  

Additionally, students receive dual credit with John A. Logan College. Students 

begin their classes at JCHS their sophomore year and are working in the 

healthcare by their senior year. 

     Students begin by learning out of the textbook, but quickly start going to clinics 

within the first two months. They spend the first three hours of their school 

day at clinicals, sometimes starting in early hours of the morning.  

“Clinicals” offers a hands-on experience for students to learn how to work as a 

CNA. Upon completion of their clinicals, students study to take their tests, 

including the big state test, which certifies students as official CNAs. Students are 

given a limited number of tries to take the certification test and we usually have a 

100% completion rate at JCHS.   

     We interviewed Addison Anastasi, one of the current CNA students and this is 

what she had to say. “The CNA program has prepared all of us for our future. Not 

only am I ready to pursue my healthcare degree, but I am excited because of all 

the fun and enjoyment I had in high school that prepared me for my future”.  

    Most students were working as CNAs by January. Katrina Stanley was 

accepted into the Heartland Regional Pharmacy Tech Program and  

Tabitha Hoercher was accepted into the Heartland Regional Phlebotomy 

Program. Congrats to this year's CNA certification members:  

Kailee Grant,  

Tabitha Hoercher,  

Grace Kemp,  

Halle McBride,  

Alana Rametta,  

Cheyenne Smith,  

Katrina Stanley and  

Madison Thompson.  
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     Valentine's Day is quickly approaching and some people have a significant other to buy for this year. 

When it comes to giving the perfect gift, people may have trouble picking out something that isn’t too cliché 

or cheesy. Of course, nobody wants to give a gift that the recipient won’t enjoy. When gift giving, picking 

something personal and close to home for your significant other is always the best choice. Here are some 

ideas for  a good date and good gift for everyone to enjoy! 

Date Ideas 

It may be hard to come up with creative and unique date ideas for you and your person or friends  to do on 

Valentine’s Day when you guys are always together. Some ideas that could be fun with little to no expense 

can also be hard to do. Some cute date ideas though can be anything from staying at home with your 

favorite snacks or take-out and watching some good movies, having a baking night with all your  favorite 

desserts, or maybe just watching the sunset and hanging out. Anything can be fun as long as you are 

spending the time with the right person. 

Gift Ideas 

When it comes to gifting there are many different ways to give.  When you are think about getting someone a 

gift try to get something  you know they would like or need. It does not have to be anything special most 

people prefer something more handmade. This can be anything from a written note, to a picture board. 

Although gifts are more special when a person makes them store bought gifts are also good! Some  gifts your 

person may enjoy can be snacks, blankets, or flowers. As long as you are thinking of them just know they will 

appreciate the gift! 

 The tradition of giving Valentine's Day flowers dates back to the 17th century. Unfortunately, it was 

based on tragedy: Emperor Claudius II executed two men — both named Valentine — on Feb. 14 of 

different years in the 3rd century A.D. Their martyrdom was honored by the Catholic Church with the 

celebration of St. Valentine's Day.  

 Around 27.6 million American households gave Valentine's Day presents to their pet dogs in 2020! 

 Nearly 6 Million couples get engaged on Valentines Day! 

https://www.finder.com/how-much-do-americans-spend-on-their-pets-on-valentines-day


Go Badgers! By Cara Cullum 

 

On December 15, 2021, our very own Austin Brown (AB) officially signed and committed to the 

University of Wisconsin to play football! Brown had several offers, but he says the atmosphere at 

Wisconsin was unmatched. On his visit to Wisconsin, he created close relationships with his recruiters 

and his fellow recruits. Brown is a standout on both sides of the ball, which caught the attention of 

several colleges across the nation. He decided to stick with the defensive side as a safety during the 

collegiate level. AB received 21 offers, but Wisconsin was the best fit due to their program's success. 

 Austin knows how to be a part of a successful team. He led the Indians to not one, but TWO BDC 

Championship titles. AB also holds several personal accolades. These include 4x 1st Team All-

Conference, 3x All- South, 2x Academic All-State, 2x Conference MVP, 2x Southern Illinois Player of the 

Year Finalist and 2x IHSA First Team All-State. No wonder he was a top contender for Wisconsin! 

Football is not the only sport AB excels at. He is also a 2x All-Conference, 2x All-South and 2x AP 

Honorable Mention All-State in basketball. Brown achieved over 1,000 points over his three-year 

basketball career. He decided to not play this season so he can prepare himself for Wisconsin in the 

fall. AB is also quite the star athlete in track. He went to the IHSA State Tournament his freshman year 

for the 100m dash and was selected for the All-South team, just to name a few. 

Sports are not the only thing that Brown’s been involved in over the years. He was inducted into 

the George R. Kee National Honors Society in 2021 and has joined FCA, Business Club, Journalism and 

Yearbook. He also takes part in the Construction Class provided by the Laborers Union. 

 Brown says, ”The past 4 years have helped me develop leadership skills and become a better 

football player. I will continue to develop these skills at the next level and continue to work my hardest 

to make my family, the community, and myself proud!”  

JCHS is proud of you and your accomplishments Austin and can not wait to see what the future 

holds for you. You will always have a place here at JCHS as one 

of the greatest athletes to have ever walked the halls at Johnston 

City High School. 

You will be missed 

by everyone here at 

JCHS!   

. 
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Desaray Cook 
Desaray’s favorite movie is 

“Sharpay's Fabulous Adventure”. 
She can not live without Harry 
Styles and would love to travel 

honestly anywhere. Her favorite 
high school memory is 1st hour P.E 
her freshman year. The number one 
thing on her bucket list is to go on a 

road trip around the world.  

Lane Davis 
Lane’s favorite show is “That 
70’s Show”. After high school 

he plans to tour the world 
playing music and he can’t live 
without music. He would love 
to travel to Montana. Lane’s 

number one bucket list dream 
is to sell out Madison Square 

Garden.  

Senior Spotlight 

Emmalee Tolbert 
Emmalee’s favorite show is 

“N.C.I.S”. She plans to join the 
Air Force after school and 

eventually dreams to travel to 
Italy. She obviously can’t live 
without a brain. Her favorite 
high school memory is not 

having global studies during the 
beginning of Covid 2020.  

Cara Cullum 
Cara’s favorite show is 

“Friends”. After high school 
she plans to go to college. She 

can’t live without golf. Her 
favorite high school memory is 
being the first ever JCHS girls 

all conference golfer & 
sectionals qualifier. She wants 

to travel to all of the Disney 
resorts in the world.  

Madison Kerley 
Madison's favorite show is 

“Gray's Anatomy”. After high 
school she wants to go to 

school for radiology. Madison 
can’t live without her dog. At 

some point in her life she wants 
to travel to Paris and she also 

wants to go back to South 
Carolina. Her favorite high 
school memory is football 
games and homecoming.  

Heath Neibch 
Heath’s favorite show is “ The 

Interview”.  After high school he 
plans to go to college and 

eventually travel to Los Angeles. 
He can’t live without cereal and 
his bucket list goal is to be rich. 
His favorite high school memory 

is beating Fairfield his senior 
year after moving to Johnston 

City.  

Taylor Cockfield 
Taylor’s favorite show is “ 

Riverdale”. After high school 
she plans to go to SIUC and 
pursue a degree in medicine. 
Taylor can’t live without her 
phone and wants to travel to 
Hawaii at some point. Her 

favorite high school memory is 
homecoming. Her number one 

bucket list dream is to be 
successful and wealthy.  

Derek Imhoff 
Derek’s favorite show is 

“Yellowstone”. After high school he 
wants to go to college. He can’t 

live without his Sitka hat. He wants 
to travel to Montana. His favorite 

high school memories include 
basketball, volleyball and football 

games. His number one bucket list 
dream is to catch a 10lb bass.  
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Mr. Clark began teaching in 

1993 at East Richmond High 

School in Olney, Illinois. After 

teaching there one year, he went 

on to teach math in the junior high 

at Christopher Elementary School. 

After 8 years of teaching in 

Christopher, Mr. Clark came to 

Johnston City in 2002 and has been teaching here 

ever since.  

He became a teacher not only because he knew it 

was a career he could stay in this region and work, but 

also because he wanted to be “that person for 

someone else” such as his previous school teachers 

were for him. Coaching is another strong suite for Mr. 

Clark and by becoming a math teacher at JCHS it 

gave him the opportunity to also become the girls 

basketball coach. Outside of teaching and 

coaching, Mr. Clark enjoys working outdoors.  

Mr. Clark has also been married to his wife, 

Crystal Clark, for almost 20 years! Together they 

have a son Ty Clark who is a freshman here at JCHS 

and daughter, Anna Clark who is a senior. Mr. Clark 

can’t seem to have a “favorite memory” come to 

mind, but he said he's “been fortunate enough for 

the past 29 years to teach and coach some of the 

best athletes in the area and each group has 

provided a lot of special memories for me.”. 

Mr. Clark plans to retire in about 4 years (2025- 

2026). He currently has no plans to occupy his 

retirement just to “...enjoy the time off for a while.” 

Mr. Stanley started teaching in 

Fall of the 2017-2018 school year 

at Sesser-Valier High School.  He 

came to JCHS in the Fall of 2020. 

For as long as he can remember, 

he knew he wanted to go into a 

math-related field.  His mom is a 

math teacher, which definitely 

shaped his outlook on both math and education, but 

he went into teaching because of Mr. Ron Nagrodski, 

who actually used to teach in the classroom that Mr. 

Stanley now teaches in.  He was not only personable, 

but challenging as well.   

There's an adage that teachers should strive to be 

the type of teacher that they would have wanted 

when they were a student; Mr . Nagrodski made 

him realize that doing that job is how he wanted to 

spend my life. Mr. Stanley is an avid sports fan, 

particularly Cardinal's baseball, but he also enjoys 

watching the NFL and college basketball.  He also 

enjoys spending time outside on his farm. He is not 

married nor does he have kids or collect anything.   

His favorite teaching memory is from the ICTM 

state math contest in May of 2019 (when he was still 

at Sesser).  For the first time in the school's history, 

SV placed at the state contest, finishing as the 2nd 

highest public school team in 1A.  He also had a 

student place first individually.   

One of the greatest joys in any venture in life is 

seeing hard work culminate in success; this is only 

amplified as an educator.  At this point, he does not 

know that I will ever be allowed to retire. 
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Our other fabulous math teach-

er we met in our earlier paper! 

The first person to correctly solve and 

email Mrs. Will the answer (with work 

shown) to the following math problem 

will receive a prize:   

6 ÷2(1 + 2)   



     Mark your calendars because JCHS prom is coming up soon! Get ready for a night of 

dancing and fun! Prom is for Juniors and Seniors. To be included, you must be a Junior or 

Senior, Student Council member, or be invited by one of the afore mentioned. Forms for 

out-of-town guests will be in the office. Guests must be age 20 or under. 

     This year's prom theme is Escape to Neverland and will be held at the Eagle’s Nest in 

West Frankfort on April 9th, 2022 from 7:30 pm to 10:30 pm. Our Promenade will be from 

6 pm to 7 pm at the same location. Tickets are $25 per person and $45 for a couple. 

There will not be any after-prom activities this year due to ongoing Covid restrictions.      

     The Junior class sponsors prom each year. This year’s sponsors are Jane Kelton and 

Stacy Warren. Prom Committee consists of the following  juniors: Madison Motsinger,  

Erica Ragsdale, Lacey Parks, Caden Clark, Josie Tanner, Danielle Myers and  

Linden Robertson. There is a Prom t-shirt design contest         going on until  

February 18th. The competition is open to all Juniors and Seniors and the winning design 

will be on the t-shirt for this year’s prom. Additionally, the winner will receive  

a prize for their design. 

Prom!!! 

Congratulations to Laith Hoxworth & Connor Mowery  
for being named to the JC Arrowhead Classic  

All-Tournament Basketball Team. 
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     This year’s Scholar Bowl team has dominated the competition and earned the title of  

2022 Black Diamond Champs.  Ava Anderson took things a 

step further as she became the 2022 Black Diamond MVP. 

The team is coached by Crystal Stultz and Trevor Stanley. 

Team members shown below: Gavin Abernathy, Ava 

Anderson, Michaela Moulton, Riley Korte, Chase 

McReynolds, Waylon Woolard and Ty Clark. 

     They have two big tournaments coming up. The first, the 

Masonic Tournament, is on February 19th. If they win that, 

they will advance to the Masonic State Competition, then the 

IHSA State Series Tournament on March 7th. 

Scholar Bowl  


